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Tees & Hartlepool Port Users' Association




MINUTES 
of a meeting held at 10:00 hrs on Wednesday 9 December 2020 
as an online meeting via Zoom 

	1.
	Attendees 
(24 attendees from 20 member companies)

	
	AbleUK
	Neil Etherington

	
	Anglo American
	Will Woods

	
	AV Dawson Limited
	Gary Dawson (Chair), Charlie Nettle (Secretary) 

	
	Augean
	David Bumpstead, Richard Brooke, Terry Blanchard

	
	British Steel
	Graham Palmer

	
	Casper Shipping
	Michael Shakesheff

	
	CL Prosser & Co Limited
	Robert Bainbridge

	
	Cory Bros
	Colin Blogg

	
	CSG Recyc-Oil
	Craig Dufferwiel

	
	Graypen Limited
	Christian Melvin (Treasurer)

	
	Harbour Management Solutions Ltd
	Alexe Finlay

	
	International Marine Survey
	Jeff Wilson

	
	LV Shipping UK Limited
	Matthew Ord

	
	MPI Offshore
	Duncan Wilson

	
	Navigator Terminals
	Michael Chaney

	
	PD Group Management
	Keith Russell

	
	Svitzer Marine Ltd
	Gavin Girling, Andrew Turner

	
	Tees Bay Pilots
	Colin Pratt

	
	Tees Foyboatmen
	Ellis Appleton

	
	Tees Works
	Garry O’Malley (Vice Chair)

	
	
	Action

	2.
	Apologies
Of 48 member companies, 28 were not represented. These were Agility Logistics, A&P Group, BG Freightline, ConocoPhillips Petroleum Co UK Ltd, Cook Marine Ltd, Fairfield Industries, GAC Shipping UK Ltd, Huntsman Polyurethanes, ICL UK, Ineos Nitriles (UK) Limited, Intertek Testing Services, Inter Terminals Seal Sands Limited, Jalna Marine Services, KRS Marine, LG Maritime, MGT Teesside, Portrack Seafreight, Prysmian Group, Readman Steel, Redcar Bulk Terminal, Red Lion Marine, River Tees Engineering, Sabic Europe, SGS, SMS Towage, Stobart Energy, UK Marine Surveys, Wilton Group.

	

	3.
	Minutes & Actions from Last Meeting

The Secretary advised that a correction to the minutes had been requested by Gavin Girling regarding the reference to an article being written by Svitzer which had actually been written by the Marine Accident Investigation Branch.  This correction was noted. 

On a proposal by Robert Bainbridge and seconded by Will Woods the November Minutes were then approved and signed by the Chairman.  An update on actions is detailed below:

· PD has given agreement for a summary of its response to the Tees Competitiveness Report to be shared with members. If any members would like a copy please contact the Secretary. It is proposed that further discussions around key points in the report will continue via the quarterly meetings with PD.
· THPUA member survey final responses due in December. Secretary to share the results in January.  
· Secretary has fed back to North Tees Mission to respond to their original enquiry about terminal electrification plans.
· Secretary has given prospective suppliers until 15 January to bid for THPUA website.
· Secretary has circulated Augean’s presentation and case study details. 
· Secretary forwarded to members the Harbour Master’s email about Covid concerns regarding vessel arrivals from Denmark.

· Secretary has spoken with TVCA who have no further updates on their collaboration plans with THPUA. Secretary to chase again.
· Chair drafted an email to Robert Woods at INCA to emphasise THPUA’s support of the habitat banking initiative.  

· Secretary circulated details on the AGM to members.
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	4.
	Matters Arising
None.
	

	5.
	Correspondence

The Secretary reported that PD had written to advise of a 1.3% increase in tariffs. A response has been provided to confirm receipt, to acknowledge that the usual tariff review meeting has not taken place and to advise that members are still keen for greater transparency.
Keith Russell advised that Covid has caused challenges with scheduling the tariff review meeting this year, but PD felt that this was less of an issue as there had been an open dialogue all year through the quarterly meetings. Keith advised that the meeting will be reinstated next year. The Chair advised that if any members have any specific issues they can raise them before the next quarterly meeting which is scheduled for 15 Dec.

Neil Etherington asked for further information on the cost increases for conservancy. Keith advised that this is a question for the executive and the Chair should raise this at the meeting on 15 Dec. 
Michael Shakesheff advised that PD is the only port that provides this level of dialogue regarding tariffs and he suggested this needed to be maintained. He feels it is important that members understand the justification for any increases so they can use this to justify it to their principals. Chair committed to pick up these points on 15 Dec including the status of the pilots pension repayments.
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	6.
	Health, Safety & Environment


Gavin Girling referred to an incident with a weighted heaving line.  He also reported an ongoing incident on which he will advise the outcome in due course.
The Treasurer referred to a vessel ConocoPhillips and Graypen had had detained due to safety issues.

	

	7.
	Port Business 
Report of river tonnages & vessels in/out (KR) 
Keith Russell presented the monthly vessels report which showed information to end Nov 2020. Some terminals had particularly strong or particularly low months but overall figures looked consistent with a good month for ship numbers. December looks positive but may tail off in January. Secretary to send vessel reports.

The Chair asked about congestion in the South and whether this had presented opportunities. Keith advised there had been some enquiries. Matt Ord advised they had had significant delays on two vessels in Felixstowe and Southampton.

The Chair advised that Port of Middlesbrough had had a strong month with 21 vessels. Keith advised that the biggest disappointment was the closure of the cracker, this will impact volumes next year.

Michael Shakesheff asked Keith Russell about the position of PD’s agency, which is based in Groveport but is now doing some work on the Tees. Keith advised that he was not involved in this but would clarify PD’s specific position on this.
Teesport Masterplan 2020 

Keith Russell advised that news is now not expected until January as it is important this is aligned with Freeports.
Freezone & EU Exit 

The Mayor held a briefing with THPUA members this morning, 35 participants attended.  Bids are due by 5 Feb 2021. The Mayor encouraged members to provide data to illustrate how a Freeport could assist their business. He assured this data would be kept confidential within TVCA. Feedback should be submitted by 18 Dec to freeport@teesvalley-ca.gov.uk Link to Government’s Freeport prospectus to be circulated.
Red diesel relief 2023

No further updates.

	CN

KR

CN



	8.
	Port Promotion

Keith Russell advised that PD has met with its supplier to brief them on the new digital platform to promote the river users and PD’s role as the SHA. Keith anticipated that this should be live by end of Q1.

The Chair commented about WindEurope’s ports platform and advised that the Tees does not feature in this currently. He asked if members thought this was worthwhile getting engaged with. Neil Etherington commented that AbleUK focuses on working with RenewableUK to focus on UK market opportunities.  The Chair reported that while the demise of DeepOcean is bad news there appears to be some new developments now progressing for Dogger Bank eg. one of Port of Middlesbrough’s tenants, Prysmian Group, had won a £200m contract for cable for the Sofia windfarm on Dogger Bank. The Chair also commented on the demise of DeepOcean being bad news for the region and UK.

Neil advised that Siemens and Vestas have thriving UK operations and JDR are best in class. With OSB mothballed and CS Wind locating itself in Western Scotland the UK has a mismatched offering. The government also acknowledges it’s been slow to capitalise on offshore wind.

	

	9.
	Port Liaison

Oil Pollution Recovery Convention (OPRC) – Alexe Finlay advised that oil pollution training will continue to be delivered via Zoom.
International Ship and Port Security (ISPS) 

Alexe advised that ISPS training is continuing in a socially distanced manner.  
Port Resilience Group (SB) – No further meetings held.

Port Marine Safety Code Group (SB) - No further updates.  
Port Levy & Welfare Report (AF): 

Alexe Finlay advised that they have been able to invest in further IT equipment in South Tees Mission due to the extra funding. She advises that the building will hopefully open again soon but they are still doing Christmas parcels in the meantime.  
A total of 76 vessels and 256 crew have been supported by South Tees Mission and Stella Maris in November.

	

	10.
	Finances

The Treasurer advised that the bank balance is £13,840.20.
No resigning members to report this month. 48 members now in total.  Cockfield Knight and CF Fertiliser will join in January.
Keith Russell advised that CF also exports ammonia through North Tees. The Chair advised that CF is considering some major investments that will potentially feed into the Tees Valley’s hydrogen projects.


	

	11.
	Sports & Social
· Golf – Fri 10 Sept 2021 @ Wynyard Golf Club
· Dinner – Fri 19 Nov 2021@ Jurys Inn, Middlesbrough

	

	12.
	Any Other Business
Neil Etherington gave a short update and shared some photos of operations at Seaton Port including decommissioning projects and Triton Knoll offshore wind projects.  This work is expected to continue to 2026.

	

	13.
	Date and Time of next meeting 

13 Jan 2021, 10.00am-11.30am @ online via Zoom.


	


If you have any questions prior to the meeting please do not hesitate to contact

THPUA secretary, Charlie Nettle on 07525 268520 or charlie.nettle@av-dawson.com

