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MINUTES 
of a meeting held at 10:00 hrs on Wednesday 9 June 2021 
as an online meeting via Zoom 

	1.
	Attendees 
(30 attendees from 22 member companies and 3 guest member companies)

	
	AbleUK
	Neil Etherington

	
	Anglo American
	Will Woods

	
	AV Dawson Limited
	Gary Dawson (Chair), Charlie Nettle (Secretary) 

	
	Augean
	David Bumpstead

	
	Bulk Tainer
	Gary Sloan

	
	Casper Shipping
	Michael Shakesheff, Alan Appleyard

	
	CL Prosser & Co Limited
	Robert Bainbridge

	
	ConocoPhillips Petroleum Co UK Ltd
	Stuart Brookes

	
	Cockfield Knight
	Richard Booth

	
	Cory Bros
	Ian Purvis

	
	Exolum
	Ian O’Donnell, Alastair Bulmer

	
	Graypen Limited
	Christian Melvin (Treasurer)

	
	Harbour Management Solutions Ltd 
	Alexe Finlay

	
	Liberty Steel Hartlepool
	Dave Frostick

	
	LV Shipping UK
	Matt Ord

	
	Navigator Terminals
	Michael Chaney, Ann-Marie Bell

	
	PD Group Management
	Keith Russell, Emily Bulmer

	
	PC Logistics
	Stephen Browell

	
	Steel Benders UK
	Tania Cooper

	
	Svitzer Marine Ltd
	Gavin Girling, Andrew Turner

	
	Tees Bay Pilots
	Colin Pratt

	
	Tees Foyboatmen
	Ellis Appleton

	
	
	

	
	Missions to Seafarers
	Peter Barrigan, Aidan Webster

	
	
	

	
	
	Action

	2.
	Apologies
Of 55 member companies, 33 were not represented. These were Agility Logistics, A&P Group, BG Freightline, British Steel, CF Fertilisers, Cook Marine Ltd, CSG Recyc-Oil, Fairfield Industries, GAC Shipping UK Ltd, Huntsman Polyurethanes, Hutchinson Transport, ICL UK, Intertek Testing Services, International Marine Survey, Jalna Marine Services, KRS Marine, LG Maritime, MGT Teesside, MPI Offshore, Portrack Seafreight, Prysmian Group, Readman Steel, Redcar Bulk Terminal, Red Lion Marine, River Tees Engineering, Sabic Europe, SGS, SMS Towage, Stobart Energy, Tees Works, UK Marine Surveys, Waste Knot, Wilton Group.
	


	3.
	Minutes & Actions from Last Meeting

On a proposal by Steve Browell and seconded by Matt Ord the May minutes were approved and signed by the Chairman.  An update on actions is detailed below:
· Secretary met with TVCA regarding the collaboration plans, they are keen to see the new Teesport site before progressing anything. Secretary to meet TVCA to review this.
· Secretary circulated details of Michael Shakesheff’s 100km marathon. Alan Appleyard advised that the £1k donation from the THPUA would be allocated to a mental wellness project via High Tide.
· Secretary agreed with Middlesbrough & Teesside Philanthropic to present at a future meeting when back to face to face meetings. 
· Stuart Brookes advised that he will chase up for the research previously conducted on flame retardants but this action could be closed off for now. 
· Secretary advised that Teesside Freeport Director has asked government if Freeport can be used to import fuel to mitigate red diesel increases. Awaiting outcome from GOM
· Secretary circulated a note to members to send to HR managers to seek interest from five members to undertake the MaritimeUK programme. AVD, Caspers and Able are all on board so far. Other members to advise by end June if their HR managers are interested. MaritimeUK & GAC Shipping are happy to present to members and HR managers. Secretary to confirm date. 

· Neil Martin, manager at Casper Shipping is the only nomination put forward by members for the nominations committee (under the proposed model of using this role as a non-exec development opportunity). Michael Shakesheff and Alan Appleyard gave some background on Neil.  Secretary to set up meeting with the officers to brief Neil Martin. 
· Secretary passed customs questions received from members onto Nolan Gray, Teesside Freeport Director for his meeting with HMRC.

· Secretary circulated Freeport and PMSC presentations.
· Secretary advised that Chris Stocks had followed up with Port Health for a Covid update and there are no further developments to report.
· Secretary circulated April vessels report.

· Keith Russell advised that he is still trying to establish which category offshore vessels fall into and will see what he can organise about providing yearly comparisons once a quarter.
· Chair reported that he will prepare a paper to brief members on red diesel relief and lobbying plans once there have been some further developments.
· Keith Russell arranged for Emily Bulmer to present at the June meeting to talk through the new Teesport website.
· Secretary organised go live of new THPUA website and advised members of their login details. 

· Secretary updated new THPUA brand across all collateral.
· Secretary circulated THPUA golf flyer.
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	4.
	Matters Arising
The Chair advised that unfortunately the presentations by Garry O’Malley on International Cargo Handling Coordination (ICHCA) and Jerry Hopkinson, PD have had to be postponed due to other commitments that both speakers had today.
	

	5.
	Correspondence

None received.
	

	6.
	Health, Safety & Environment


The Chair mentioned a planning consent for a major development around the location of the old Middlesbrough Town Hall. AV Dawson has formerly raised concerns about how this affects industrial activities in the area as it is immediately adjacent to Port of Middlesbrough.
Alexe Finlay asked if others had had any Covid spot inspections. She has details including a video of what businesses need to know which she can send to the secretary to circulate. Alan Appleyard mentioned Caspers had been visited. Michael Shakesheff advised that he was told they are approaching companies on an A-Z basis.

Keith Russell mentioned two men fishing at Paddy’s Hole who had capsized. One swam ashore, the other remained in the water with the vessel. Both made a full recovery.
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	7.
	Port Business 
Report of river tonnages & vessels in/out 
Keith Russell advised that the monthly vessels report for May 2021 was not yet ready and would be circulated once available.  
Keith Russell to send May vessels report to Secretary to circulate.
Teesport Masterplan 2020 

No further updates. Keith Russell to get timeline of when it will be available.
Freezone & EU Exit 

Stuart Brookes advised the issues regarding statements of origin have been ironed out but issues with Northern Ireland still continue. Michael Shakesheff advised that the market is in good shape for most customs agents. Matt Ord advised that Q1 was manic and so LV tried to steady the ship in Q2. Richard Booth agreed that Q2 had been smoother that Q1 but there are still some issues including orders by UK companies when not set up for overseas purchases and also confusion over whether T1s are always required. 
The Chair advised that the Teesside Freeport board met to review governance and timetables. By this afternoon each of the workstream meetings will have also met. The Secretary reported that HMRC has a huge list of customs questions raised by TVCA and Teesside businesses, which will be answered and compiled into a booklet.

Red diesel relief 

None 
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	8.
	Port Promotion

Emily Bulmer presented on the new Teesport website www.teesport.co.uk which went live earlier in the week. She emphasised that this site is aimed at promoting the whole river rather than specifically for PD. The main feature is an interactive map and a categorised member directory. Emily advised that it was important to get content and news stories uploaded by members. Any questions can be directed to Emily or Keith Russell.
The Chair thanked and congratulated Emily on the project and encouraged everyone to engage to ensure the site was populated effectively and best represented the river.
Matt Ord and Neil Etherington advised that they had not received PD’s email request for content, possibly due to a change of contacts. Emily Bulmer/Keith Russell to send website email to Matt Ord and Neil Etherington.  
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	9.
	Port Liaison

Oil Pollution Recovery Convention (OPRC) – Alexe Finlay advised they are waiting to hear when they can do courses that include deployment. Oil management is expected to be September.
International Ship and Port Security (ISPS) 

Alexe Finlay advised that Colin Pratt is leading a June course which is full.
Port Resilience Group (SB) – No further meetings held. 
Port Marine Safety Code Group (SB) – Alexe Finlay advised that Chris Stocks is setting up a meeting with Port Health about vaccinating seafarers.
Port Levy & Welfare Report (AF): 

South Tees Mission - Alexe Finlay advised her report is available. Secretary to circulate.
Stella Maris - Peter Barrigan advised that his volunteers are back visiting vessels from the quay or top of the gangway. Many are concerned with the state of Covid on land but there is increasing demand to leave the ship. Latest unusual shopping request was for collagen. Peter reported that he has been asked to give the blessing on a memorial for the Tynemouth lifeboat.
North Tees Mission – Aidan Webster advised that he plans to reopen on 30 June with all safety procedures in place. The centre will be open Mon-Fri 11am-3pm, hosting one crew at a time. They will use taxis to collect seafarers rather than using their own vehicle.

	

	10.
	Finances

The Treasurer advised that the bank balance is currently at £22,965.03. 
One member has resigned this month – Ineos. This is due to it no longer having any operations in the region. Membership is currently at 55. All memberships have now been paid. 
The Treasurer also reported that he has presented the charity donations to Zoe’s Place and Teesside Family Foundation and the website will show photos from this soon. The other agreed donations for Michael Shakesheff’s marathon and THPUA cricket are due later this year. The Chair thanked the Treasurer for representing THPUA at the donations. 

 
	

	11.
	Sports & Social
· Cricket – Fri 16 July @ Hutton Rudby Cricket Club. Awaiting Covid guidance on 21 June to confirm the event will definitely proceed. 
· Golf – Fri 10 Sept 2021 @ Wynyard Golf Club – Still booking final places. 
· Dinner – Fri 19 Nov 2021@ Jurys Inn, Middlesbrough – Alexe Finlay advised everything is in progress.

	

	12.
	Any Other Business
The Chair mentioned the ‘Transporter taskforce’, which has been formed to review the future of the Transporter Bridge and whether it should be made safe and static or operational. The Chair has been invited to the group.  Matt Ord suggested that it may be an option to secure UNESCO status and be recognised as a global tourism attraction. He believes this might cost £50k but potentially it could be something that 50 businesses support by each giving a £1k contribution. Tania Cooper suggested Lottery money or involvement from Cleveland Bridge. The Chair and several members including Matt Ord and Neil Etherington all commented that they felt the bridge should be operational.
Tania Cooper advised that Open North Foundation are giving grants typically up to £5k to help businesses through Covid. If interested members are encouraged to apply.

Richard Booth reported that ICS is doing some fund raising and Gillian Clarke, ICS Chair is doing a marathon. Secretary to send link.
Alexe Finlay advised that the email that the Secretary circulated recently about donating blood plasma is only applicable to men at this point. She encouraged people to put themselves forward as historically it has cost the UK £50m per year to import plasma.

Alastair Bulmer asked for an update on the state of the waste barge. Gavin Girling to provide an update.

	

	13.
	Date and Time of next meeting 

14 July 2021, 10.00am-11.30am @ online via Zoom.

Includes presentations from High Tide Foundation and Equinor.

	


If you have any questions prior to the meeting please do not hesitate to contact

THPUA secretary, Charlie Nettle on 07525 268520 or charlie.nettle@av-dawson.com

