
Who / What is ICHCA International ?

Email : secretariat@ichca.com



The Voice Of Global Cargo Handling

➢International Cargo Handling Co-ordination Association.

➢Founded in 1952.

➢Independent, non-political and non-profit making organisation.

➢Influential and international membership in over 80 countries.

➢Represents its members and the cargo handling industry at large, in 
front of national and international agencies and regulatory bodies.

➢ICHCA International provides a focal point for informing, educating, 
networking, shaping and sharing industry views to help improve 
cargo handling and safety throughout international supply chains.



The Voice Of Global Cargo Handling

ICHCA is dedicated to the promotion 
of safety, efficiency and economy in 
the handling and movement of goods  
by all modes and at all phases of the 
national and international 
transportation chain.



The Voice Of Global Cargo Handling

Enjoys Consultative Status with;

➢IMO - International Maritime Organisation.
➢UNCTAD – United Nations Conference on Trade &   

Development
➢ECMT – European Council of Ministers for 

Transport.
➢OECD – Organisation for Economic Co-operation 

and Development. 



The Voice Of Global Cargo Handling

Enjoys Observer / Liaison Status with;

➢ISO – International Standards Organisation.

➢ICS – International Chamber of Shipping.

➢ICC – International Chamber of Commerce.

➢IATA – International Air Transport Association.

➢IAPH – International Association of Ports and Harbours.  



The Voice Of Global Cargo Handling 

ICHCA Produces research papers on a wide range of 
subjects for example ;

➢Container Top Safety – Lashing & Securing.

➢Semi Automatic Twistlocks.

➢Ammonium Nitrate Safety Standards.

➢Fumes in ship’s holds and confined spaces.
➢Substance abuse in the workplace. 



The Voice Of Global Cargo Handling

ICHCA Circulates Safety Bulletins and Alerts in relation to 
Cargo Handling Operations; 

➢Accidents and Incidents.

➢Investigations. 

➢Safety Concerns and Advice.

➢Reviews of Handling, Storage and Transportation. 



Operational Alerts



The Voice Of Global Cargo Handling

ICHCA has a number of working groups and technical panels who meet 
on a regular basis to discuss subjects such as;

➢Marine Environmental Protection.

➢Cargo Integrity Group (CIG).

➢Carriage Of Cargoes In Containers.

➢ Dangerous Goods - IMDG 

➢Bulk Cargoes - IMSBC 

➢Fire Safety Aboard Ro-RO Vessels.

➢Ship Board Equipment to fight fires in containers.

➢SCIART – Supply Chain Incident Analysis and Reporting Team.



The Voice Of Global Cargo Handling

Beirut The explosion in Beirut Port Area was 

a catastrophic event by any measure. 

Unfortunately there is a long history of 

explosions involving Ammonium Nitrate 

(AN). 

ICHCA is working with a number of 

senior organisations on a new “White 
Paper” which looks at the issues 
surrounding the storage of such 

cargoes and the wider considerations



The Voice Of Global Cargo Handling

ICHCA also provides e-learning courses on a wide range of 
topics and provides a Technical Advisory service in all areas of 
cargo handling and logistics. 

➢IMDG Code

➢IMBC Code.

➢Tank Containers



The Voice Of Global Cargo Handling

➢ICHCA is a cargo handling safety organisation

➢ICHA’s Job is safe people, safe cargoes, safe ports
➢ICHCA’s Focus is ports, terminals, quays, vessels alongside, 

ship/shore interface, cargo lifting, moving and storage 
operations: the people who do and manage the work, the 
plant and equipment used to do it and all the places where it 
happens.

➢ICHCA - Here for all commodities and all forms of cargo 
including: containers; solid, liquid and break bulk; general 
and project cargo, timber, reefer and roro.



The Voice Of Global Cargo Handling

ICHCA is the ONLY non-governmental 
organisation representing the cargo handling 
sector in consultation with United Nations 
bodies such as the International Maritime 
Organisation, International Labour
Organisation and UNECE UN Economic 
Commission for Europe. These bodies set 
standards and create regulations that directly 
affect you, your people, your customers, and 
your supply chain. 


