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MINUTES 
of a meeting held at 10:00 hrs on Wednesday 8 February 2023 
as an online meeting via Zoom

	1.
	Attendees 
(26 attendees: from 21 member orgs & 3 honorary member orgs)

	
	AV Dawson Limited
	Charlie Nettle (Secretary)

	
	Augean
	Joseph Newman

	
	Casper Shipping
	Michael Shakesheff, Nikki Sayer

	
	Cockfield Knight
	Richard Booth (Dinner Comm Chair)

	
	Exolum
	Rob Marshall

	
	Graypen Limited
	Christian Melvin (Treasurer)

	
	Harbour Management Solutions Ltd
	Alexe Finlay

	
	Huntsman Polyurethanes
	Jonathan Clarke

	
	ICL UK
	Mark Wilson

	
	Inchcape Shipping Services (UK) Ltd
	Luke Slater

	
	LV Logistics
	Matt Ord (Vice Chair), Stephen Blogg

	
	Navigator Terminals
	Jon Marshall

	
	PC Logistics
	Stephen Browell

	
	Port of Middlesbrough
	Gavin McCabe

	
	Prysmian Group
	Ian White

	
	Redcar Bulk Terminal
	Shaun Casey

	
	Royal Haskoning DHV
	Matt Greaves

	
	Svitzer Marine Ltd
	Gavin Girling, Andrew Turner

	
	Tees Bay Pilots
	Andy Armstrong

	
	Tees Foyboatmen
	Alex Jones

	
	Teesworks
	Garry O’Malley (Chair)

	
	
	

	
	South Tees Mission to Seafarers
	(Alexe Finlay – as recorded above)

	
	Stella Maris
	Peter Barrigan

	
	North Tees Mission to Seafarers
	Aidan Webster

	
	
	

	
	
	Action

	2.
	Apologies 
Of 63 member companies, 42 were not represented. These were AbleUK, Agility Logistics, A&P Group, Anglo American, B Marshall Marine, BG Freightline, British Steel, Bulk Tainer, CF Fertilisers, CL Prosser & Co Ltd, ConocoPhillips Petroleum Co UK Ltd, Cook Marine Ltd, Cory Bros, Croft Rigging & Lifting, CSG Recyc-Oil, Denholm Port Services, Fairfield Industries, GAC Shipping UK Ltd, International Marine Survey, Intertek Testing Services, Jalna Marine Services, KRS Marine, LG Maritime, Liberty Steel Hartlepool, MGT Teesside, M&S Logistics, MPI Offshore, PD Group Management, Portrack Seafreight, Readman Steel, Red Lion Marine, RelyOn Nutec, River Tees Engineering, Sabic Europe, SGS, SMS Towage, Steel Benders UK, Stobart Energy, Sub Aqua Diving Services UK Ltd, UK Marine Surveys, Waste Knot, Wilton Group.  

	

	3.
	Minutes & Actions from Last Meeting

On a proposal by Matt Ord and seconded by Alexe Finlay, the January minutes were approved to be signed by the Chairman. An update on actions is detailed below. Items in bold are still in progress:
· D&O insurance quotes being reviewed following the THPUA incorporating on 3 Jan 2023.
· Secretary has drafted Terms of Reference for Tees Maritime Cluster, MaritimeUK approved, awaiting feedback from Geoff Lippitt at PD.  
· Secretary liaising with PD for date to review dredging portal with Paul Brooks and Andrew Ridley before sharing with MMO.
· Ongoing: Members encouraged to add their projects to the dredging portal.
· Ongoing: Members encouraged to use the Teesport website for news stories and to submit interest for future Spotlight features.

· Vice Chair supporting Wheelyboats to secure member support for two pontoons. Drawings received, now discussing with Council.
· THPUA Code of Conduct to now be signed by all officers. This will be done in person at March meeting.
· Foyboatmen confirmed tariff increase letter and new tariffs have now been issued following review meeting. 
· Colin Pratt still to send the website details to the shipping agents to put on standard emails.
· Alexe Finlay reported back in the meeting on the outcome of the January meeting with the German Mission. Alexe commented that North Tees was particularly concerned that this would not impact their levy payments – Chair to consider how this is taken forward.
· Richard Booth still due to conduct a vote with ICS and THPUA members to confirm if a band would be preferable for next year’s dinner.
· Secretary distributed PD vessel report with the minutes.

· Secretary liaising with PD to see if new COO, Paul Foreman can attend March meeting. 
· Secretary circulated the Mission’s report.
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	4.
	Matters Arising
None  
	

	5.
	Correspondence
The Secretary advised that PD Ports has released the updated Pilotage Direction for the information of ICSB and THPUA Members, which has been published on PD Ports’ Website. The update relates to the wording “Masters and First Mates” in the Note at the end of the Direction, which has been replaced with “Deck Officers”. Secretary to forward Pilotage Direction document with the minutes.

Alexe Finlay advised that the Secretary could disregard a recent request to support a survey on behalf of the UK Department for Transport to evaluate internet connectivity for seafarers. This work has already been completed by the Merchant Navy Welfare Board (MNWB).

The Secretary advised that MaritimeUK have asked their North East port contacts in Tees and Tyne if they would host a face to face event to promote a multi-million-pound Zero Emission Vessels and Infrastructure (ZEVI) competition which has been launched to help decarbonise the UK's maritime sector. Further details here. Port of Tyne have agreed to host this at their 2050 Innovation Hub on 27 Feb 10.30-12.30. It’s open to all THPUA members.

	CN

	6.
	Health, Safety & Environment

Peter Barrigan advised that an officer broke his leg on a ship and was brought into James Cook hospital. This incident was caused by a mooring rope. Andy Armstrong advised that it was an old line that snapped. 


	

	7.
	River Operations

Towage – Gavin Girling advised that Svitzer have 5 tugs on the river, 3 in services. 5 apprentices started in January. 
SMS Towage was not in attendance, so was unable to provide an update.
Pilots – Andy Armstrong reported no issues, they are recruiting every 6 months to cover future retirement. South Bank dredging work is in full swing, this is utilising 40% of the pilots currently. He encouraged agents to let VTS know if any vessels are time specific.
Foyboatmen – Alex Jones reported that they have the contract for the two new boats and two new staff are starting in a few weeks. Boats are expected to be in the water within 6 months. These are replacements for existing boats. 
Dredging/Dredging Portal 
The report into the cause of the major shellfish die-off along the North East coast in October 2021, produced by Sir Patrick Vallance’s independent panel of marine experts, was published on 20 Jan 2023. The Chair advised that it concludes dredging was not the cause but it is still unknown what the cause is and whether there will be further investigations. The report can be read here.

	

	8.
	Port Business 
Report of river tonnages & vessels in/out 
Keith Russell had given his apologies and was unable to provide the PD Vessels Report for review. 
Secretary to distribute PD vessel report with the minutes once received.
Freeport & Customs update 

Nikki Sayer advised that a new ICS2 system will add further burden on exporters and she suggested any members exporting good should speak to their supply chain. This process is already applicable for couriers but will now be applicable for everything leaving the UK.
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	9.
	Port Promotion

The Secretary advised that he was not aware of any further updates. He mentioned that there have been some internal briefings at AV Dawson to ensure relevant personnel are aware of the Freeport website and key messages.

	

	10.
	Port Liaison

Oil Pollution Recovery Convention (OPRC) – Alexe Finlay reported that she is liaising with PD to organise dates for 2023.
International Ship and Port Security (ISPS) – Alexe Finlay reported that she is consulting to agree suitable dates for PFSO courses. Refresher dates will be circulated by the Secretary.
Port Marine Safety Code Group (PMSC) (SB) – Stuart Brookes unavailable to comment. Chair will ask PD for dates so he can attend too as Stuart is not always able to attend the THPUA meetings. 

Port Levy & Welfare Report 

South Tees Mission – Alexe Finlay advised that her report will be circulated with the minutes, but the critical issue is that they don’t have enough volunteers. They need 10 bar staff to each provide 3 hours per week, or they cannot provide the service. Chair offered to be trained up to help out where possible for a three-hour evening slot.
Secretary to circulate South Tees Mission’s report.
Stella Maris – Peter Barrigan advised that they had had 90 contacts with ships. Some of the container ships’ seafarers are asking to go via McDonalds after they had got their shopping as the food on the ship is poor. The welfare organisations will all have a presence at Tall Ships, this will cost £12,500k. 
North Tees Mission – Aidan Webster advised that he has offered sponsorship of Tall Ships and this will give them a number of perks, including access to a database of 200 volunteers involved in organizing the event. Members felt it was unreasonable that the welfare charities had been quoted such a high rate. Chair to discuss with John Dowling at Mission to Seafarers to establish why £12,500k is being charged.
Aidan advised they have 4 volunteers due to attend a 2-day suicide awareness course in Middlesbrough. He understands there may be spaces left. Aidan to advise Secretary if there are spaces left on the suicide awareness course.
Aidan placed his thanks on record to the Harbour Office for giving permission to use their launch so they could scatter a seafarer’s ashes. He also placed his thanks on record to Tania Cooper from member company Steel Benders for her advice on use of Sage software.
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	11.
	Finances

The Treasurer advised that the bank balance is currently at £18,664.55. 40 of the annual membership invoices have been paid to date.

The Treasurer has received the year-end accounts, these have been approved by the officers and the final version will be back this week for circulation to the members.
Treasurer to send accounts to the Secretary to circulate with the minutes.

Membership remains at 63 members, with no leavers or joiners this month.
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	12.
	Sports & Social
· Golf 2023 - 30 June 2023 @ Wynyard. The Treasurer is now progressing this with Kev Ness. He advised that bookings would be non-refundable unless an alternative team is available.
· Cricket 2023 – Secretary to schedule a date with the venue.
· Shipping Dinner with ICS – 17 Nov 2023 @ Kirkleatham Walled Garden. 
· Christmas Lunch – 13 Dec 2023 @ Whinstone View booked.

Richard Booth confirmed that the venue is booked for the dinner. He met with the event planner to discuss the sound issues and they’ve promised this will be addressed this year.
Richard confirmed the ICS quiz will be scheduled for end of March. He will send a flyer to the Secretary to circulate to members.
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	13.
	Any Other Business
Nikki Sayer updated members on new shipping courses at Stockton Riverside College and also that they are hosting an opening evening for apprenticeships today - 8th February 5-7pm and would like some of our local employers to attend, as well as existing apprentices. Secretary to circulate SRC shipping course flyer 2023.
Nikki advised that the ICS have a port agent apprenticeship available now and there is no age limit. Members should contact Nikki Sayer on nsayer@casperltd.com if any of their staff are interested.

Aidan Webster asked whether part of the apprenticeship could include work with the welfare organisations. Nikki advised she was considering this.
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	14.
	Date and Time of next meeting 

Next meeting is Wed 8 March 2023, 10.30-12.00hrs at AV Dawson’s Port of Middlesbrough. Followed by lunch 12pm-1pm, sponsored by Caspers.
	


If you have any questions prior to the meeting please do not hesitate to contact

THPUA secretary, Charlie Nettle on 07525 268520 or charlie.nettle@av-dawson.com

